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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANNUAL MOBILE BOAT WASH: 

Sunday, August 12, from 10:00-
2:00 at Interlochen State Park 
Duck Lake boat launch and the 
DNR launch on Green Lake, 
Betsie River Road. Sponsored by 
GLDLA along with MSU, Green 
Lake Township, and Interlochen 
State Park DNR. Help educate 
boaters to keep invasive species 
from entering our lakes. 
Volunteers needed! Please 
contact Ed Dewey: 231-944-
5607. 

ANNUAL GREEN LAKE/DUCK 
LAKE ASSOCIATION MEETING 

Saturday, August 25, at the 
Interlochen Public Library 

meeting hall. Refreshments at 
9:30, meeting at 10:00. Our guest 
is Ron Reimink from Freshwater 
Solutions, LLC. The topic is 
swimmer’s itch.  

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT, ED DEWEY:       
OUR WATERSHED AREA 

Every drop of water that falls in 
Green and Duck Lakes eventually 
ends up in Lake Michigan at 
Frankfort via the Betsie River. 
Most lakes in this broad area 
have water flowing in and out. 
For example, Mason Creek feeds 
Duck Lake, which feeds Green 
Lake via the Betsie River. There is 
a twelve-foot drop in elevation 
between Duck and Green Lake, 

but only a two-foot drop between 
Green and Grass Lakes. Our 
surrounding wetlands and 
springs contribute greatly to the 
ecology of our lakes. Crystal Lake, 
also part of our watershed, has 
almost no wetlands and just one 
stream flowing into it. Thus their 
water is replaced very slowly. 
The measurement, called 
“flushing rate” determines how 
long it takes to have the volume 
of water in a lake replaced by 
incoming water. Duck Lake’s 
flushing rate is 1.9 years, Green 
Lake’s is 2 years, and Crystal 
Lake’s is 20 years. We’re all 
connected, and it’s ours to 
protect.                                          
(Refer to our website: gldla.org for 
watershed maps and more information.) 

        

       You may also read the newsletter on our website: gldla.org.  
       If you’d like to receive the newsletter via email, please send your 

request to: greenducklakes2015@yahoo.com. 
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GLDLA Mission Statement 
The objective of the Association shall be to 
monitor, help maintain and preserve the Green 
Lake, Duck Lake and Betsie River ecosystem; to 
educate the riparian and local community about 
relevant ecological, recreational and ethical 
issues; and to endeavor to make our waterfront 
community a better place to live.  

 



 Lorem Ipsum  

 

GLDLA BOARD CHANGES 

Each year, we elect or re-elect a 

third of the board members. This 
year Debie Horn retired and we 

thank her for her contributions 
to the association during her 

tenure. Theodore Boeve has been 
appointed in her place to 

represent Duck Lake. Temporary 
appointments are allowed in the 

bylaws but appointees must be 

elected by the membership at the 
annual meeting. The members up 

for election this year are: Barb 
Bayer, Oral Carper, Mike Corning, 

Ed Dewey, Dick Thompson, 
Laurel Thompson, and Claire 
Stephenson.  

 

OTHER BOARD NEWS 

On August 8, the board will vote 

on proposed changes to the 

bylaws of the GLDLA. Changes 
will reflect current issues such as 

educating the local public and 
riparians regarding ethical issues 

for lake ecology and recreation. 
This includes any action the 

association may take to improve 
or control swimmer’s itch.  

The spring chemical testing of 
Green Lake showed exceedingly 
low levels of Nitrates; less than 
1.0 parts per million (ppm). 
Nitrites were less than .05 ppm. 
Very low levels of phosphorus 
were reported; .01, .02, and .05 
ppm at the three testing sites. 

Also tested was the clarity of the 
water via Secchi Disk readings.  
Both Green Lake and Duck Lake 
test at the deepest part of the 
lake. The disk is lowered into the 
water on the shady side of the 
boat until it can’t be seen. Then 
the disk is slowly raised until it’s 
visible. The depth of clarity is 
recorded at this point. Green 
Lake’s water was clear at 21 feet 
in May, 10 feet, 6 inches in June, 
and 12 feet, 10 inches in July.  
Duck Lake’s water was clear at 
20 feet in May and June, and 13 
feet in July. The amount of 
sunshine affects the readings. 
Some of the testing days were 
partly cloudy. 

E-Coli test results for Duck Lake 
are consistent with last year’s.  

The higher concentrations of E-
Coli, caused by animals, are 
where the creeks feed into the 
lake.  

Why do we test our water? 
Nutrient pollution such as 
nitrates and phosphates leads to 
unchecked algae growth and the 
reduction of oxygen in the water. 
The result is illness and death to 
fish and other aquatic animals. 
Humans can become sick if they 
come in contact with the 
polluted water, or eat 
contaminated fish. Bacterial 
pollution, such as E-Coli, can 
make both animals and people 
very sick.  

We’re fortunate to have healthy 
lakes. Testing site maps and test 
results are available on the 
website, gldla.com, under the 
tab, “About Our Lakes.” 

Please read the excellent tips for 
maintaining waterfront turf from the 
MSU Extension article found on our 
website under the tab, “News and 
Views.” Click on “Water Quality.” 

 

WATER TESTING RESULTS FOR GREEN 
LAKE AND DUCK LAKE 
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n May 8, 2018, the DNR released 
Lake Trout fingerlings in both 
Duck and Green Lakes. Duck 
Lake received 11,357, and Green 
Lake received 12,104. The 
average length was 6.14”.  
(Information from the Michigan 
DNR’s website.) 

 

  

 

 

The Fourth of July was hot and 
steamy, but didn’t deter our 
patriotic riparians from 
participating in the Duck and 
Green Lakes parade. Please view 
more photos on the website: 
gldla.org 

 

UNDERSTANDING RIPARIAN 
RIGHTS  

Imagine opening your blinds in 

the morning, and mere feet from 
your window a fisherman waves 

to you while casting under your 

dock and boatlift. Can they do 
that? Yes, they can. Riparian 

rights can be confusing. To 
ensure the peaceful enjoyment of 

our inland lakes by all, please 
note the following: 

*Riparians own the lake bottom 

directly in front of their 
property, allowing them to have 

permanent structures such as 
docks.  

*Riparians cannot prohibit the 

public from using the lake 
directly in front of their private 
property. 

*The public can boat, fish, swim, 
and engage in similar activities 

on an inland lake having public 
access. They may also 

temporarily moor watercraft on 
the lake bottom for navigation, 
fishing or recreational purposes. 

 

Refer to the website: gldla.org for a link 

to the Michigan Riparian Rights law.  

Green/Duck Lake Association Officers:  Ed Dewey, President; Dave 
Pennington, Vice President; Barb Bayer, Secretary; Laurel Thompson, 
Treasurer. 

Board Members: Marc Alderman, Barb Bayer, Oral Carper, Mike 
Corning, Ed Dewey, Mike Emaus, Debie Horn, John Hubbard, Kurt 
Hubschneider, Roseanne Jamrock, Brian McAllister, Dave Pennington, 
Claire Stephenson, John Thomas, Dick Thompson, Laurel Thompson. 

Emeritus: Arch Carey, Fippy Komrska 

Newsletter Editor:  Marietta Hamady 

Duck Lake Water Testing Coordinator: John Hubbard 

Green Lake Water Testing Coordinator:  Marc Alderman 
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Membership Dues/Invasive Species Fund/Donations 

Annual Membership Dues (Minimum: $16.00) 

Circle one:       Green Lake                                   Duck Lake 

_____$16        _____$20     _____$50     _____$75     _____$100     _____Other 

******************************************************************************** 

Invasive Species Fund (For treatment of any new invasive species; funds for 
each lake are kept separate.) 

_____$25     _____$50     _____$75     _____$100     _____$500     _____Other 

******************************************************************************** 

Donations in the amount of $__________ 

***************************************************************************** 

Member Name and Address:  

Please make checks payable to:  The Green Lake & Duck Lake Association 
YOU MAY ALSO PAY OR DONATE ON OUR WEBSITE WITH CREDIT CARD OR PAYPAL : gldla.org  

Green Lake and Duck Lake Association 
PO Box 23 
Interlochen, MI 49643 


