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GLDLA Mission statement 
 

“The objective of the Association shall be to monitor, help maintain and preserve the Green Lake, Duck 
Lake & Betsie River ecosystem; to educate the riparian and local community about relevant ecological, 
recreational and ethical issues; and to endeavor to make our waterfront community a better place to live.” 

 

 
 

From the President 
It’s been just a year since I wrote my first note in the newsletter as the president of GLDLA.  In that 

time, together with our members, and with Green Lake Townships support, we obtained the funding 
required to initiate a June 2016 treatment of the EWM discovered in Duck Lake in 2015.  This early action 
significantly reduced the growth and spread of this invasive species eliminating the need to treat in July 
and August.  Surveys performed in September of both Green and Duck Lakes showed both lakes to be in 
good shape this fall.  Green Lake—no EWM.  Duck Lake—only a very small amount. The treatment 
areas from June looked very good! Details of the September Surveys can be viewed on our website at  
http://www.tglbra.com/files/Green_Duck_Lakes_Evaluation_YEAR_END_REPORT_2016.pdf 

 
Details of the survey of plant types and densities for each lake can be found at; 
 
http://www.tglbra.com/files/Duck_Lake_AVAS_Survey_2016.pdf 
http://www.tglbra.com/files/Green_Lake_AVAS_Survey_2016.pdf 
 

The Green Lake & Duck Lake Board and Officers 
 

President   Ed Dewey 
Vice President  Dave Pennington 
Secretary   Barb Bayer 
Treasurer   Laurel Thompson 

  
Board Members: 

Marc Alderman, Barb Bayer, Oral Carper, Mike Corning, Ed Dewey, Mike Emaus, Debie Horn,  
Kurt Hubschneider, Roseanne Jamrok, Brian McCallister, John Novak, Dave Pennington,   

Claire Stephenson, Dick Thompson, Laurel Thompson  
  
Emeritus status: Arch Carey     Fippy Komrska 
  
Newsletter editor- Dave Pennington  (I take full credit for all errors and any unsigned articles.) 

 



 Since the formation of the Green Lake and Duck Lake Association we have been able to meet our 
board capacity of 15 directors, 9 Green Lake and 6 Duck Lake. Membership for Duck Lake has increased 
from 90 in 2014 to 139 as of October 2016, an increase of 54%. In addition, we’ve gained active 
participation from the DNR with Tim Schreiner from the DNR district office attending our September 
meeting.  In 2017 Chris Stark, DNR representative for Interlochen State Park on Duck Lake and Hobson 
Hampton, DNR representative for the Green Lake launch sites will be invited to participate in our board 
meetings. 
With the increased participation in our association we hope to accomplish more in 2017. In addition to our 
regular monitoring of the lakes; plant sampling, water testing, participating in township meetings, sharing 
information with other lake associations and the DNR we have several “special projects” planned for 2017.  
Among them are: 
Attendance at the Michigan Lakes and Streams Associations 56th Annual Conference Friday & Saturday 
April 21st & 22, 2017 at Crystal Mountain   

 Working with township officials and the DNR in setting up a mobile boat wash at one or more of our 
launch sites to help educate the public on how to properly eliminate the spread of invasive species,    

 Participation in Michigan’s 2017 Aquatic Invasive Species Blitz 
http://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324--379312--,00.html   

 Creation of a brochure for handout/pickup at local businesses,  
 Update/upgrade the GLADLA website to include online payment options via PayPal etc., 
 Identifying and applying for any State Grants we can obtain to defray invasive treatment costs, 
 Creation of a “Friends of GLADL Association” donation opportunity for people who visit the area 

and love our lakes as much as we do,  
 Emailing of newsletters if preferred by association members,  
 Having GLADLA added to the Michigan shoreline visitors guide that is handed out to state park 

visitors. http://www.shorelinevisitorsguide.com/select-michigan-state-park-maps-and-guides/interlochen-state-park/ 
 

In closing I would like to appeal to all Green Lake and Duck Lake residents to join our organization.  
We have no paid employees just volunteers (mostly board members). The membership fee is very low 
compared to other organizations because we want as many members as possible from both lakes. The 
structure of our association keeps all funds separated by lake so you can be assured that 100% of 
your membership fee and any donations to the invasive species fund will only be used on the lake 
where you reside.  I look forward to seeing you on the lakes or at the launches and hope you will take the 
time to attend our annual meeting in August.  

 
Ed Dewey – Board President  

 
 

DEADLY DOG FUNGAL DISEASE  - Blastomycosis.  
Fippy Komrska 

 
ThIs fungus lives and grows in moist vegetation, such as found in the woods, leaves or 

compost.  Dogs may be exposed through digging in infected soil, or when following a scent.  A local dog 
developed extreme glaucoma in her right eye, started squinting, and favoring a front leg.  The affected eye 
had to be removed to save her life.  Testing determined she had Blastomycosis which is fatal If not 
treated.   

Blastomycosis is not contagious and cannot be spread from a dog to a human, or from a human to 
dog.  Fungi can be found  in urban and rural environments.  It is a chronic infection, and it may be masked 
by other similar illnesses. Treatment must be given ASAP.  Symptoms include fever, Flu-like symptoms 
(pneumonia), loss of appetite, weight loss, eye infection (especially the iris), sudden blindness, skin sores 



that do not heal, decreased stamina, joint pain, loss of coordination.  This will not go away on its 
own.   There is no vaccine for prevention.   

 
 

2016 GREEN LAKE PLANT SAMPLING 
SITES 

 

 
 

 
Plant sampling was done on Green Lake both by 
our volunteers and the AVAS survey.  Our survey 

sites are on the map and any vegetation found is 
recorded for each site.  AVAS does the entire lake 
and the results are on the web site. No EWM was 
found by either sampling. 

 
      2016 DUCK LAKE  PLANT  SAMPLING 

 
Local sampling was not done as the AVAS process 
had already confirmed the infected areas and 
treatment was being accomplished.  As the 
President noted in his letter above the early 
detection and treatment has eliminated all but a 
little bit of the EWM infested areas treated. As we 
all know it can never be eradicated completely but 
can be controlled with carefully monitored 
treatment. It was your volunteer plant sampling 
group that initially found the EWM in Duck Lake.

 
The AVAS survey was done both before and after treatment by both sonar and rake methods to assess the 
quanity and types of vegistation  present. 
 

 



2016 WATER TESTING 
 

The following maps show the sites and e-Coli readings recorded at each location this last 
July.  The Association has a testing protocol that has a sequence for water testing on 
both lakes. Volunteers take the samples and all of our testing is done by The Great Lakes 
Water Quality Lab in Lake Ann. Any high readings on samples result in retesting as many 
things can contribute to a momentary elevated number.  If the area is still high after the 
second test we notify the families near the site quickly and take a third sample.  We run 
two different tests on these samples to determine if the source is human or animal.  It 

could be a leaking septic tank or field and it won’t be safe to swim in that area until it is repaired 
or replaced.  Streams and rivers could be going through land where animal feces are present or perhaps an 
animal has died.  All retested areas returned to normal. 
 

 
 

THE DREADED OAK WILT 
 

 
We continue to see dead Oak trees being removed due to wilt. It is difficult for summer 
residents not to prune trees during the time when they are here but the loss of a large 
decorative tree can be expensive. The summer months are the worst time to have tree 
work done as the insects carry the virus on their feet and infect any tree with an opening 
in its bark. If infected, the tree can die in a few weeks and spread it through its roots to 
nearby oaks.  Save your trees and your money.  

“Don’t dismember from May through November.” 
 



LOCAL HISTORY QUIZ  
         

 

 
 
 

SUMMER FUN…to remind you that it will come again! 
 

 

 

1.An ice saw used to cut ice from the lakes 
before refrigerators. 

2.Next to Penn Drug store not far from the 
present P.O. 

3.Fawn Club. 

What was the Fireplace Inn first named?     
(There’s a clue in the picture.) 

Two of the over 50 boats in the 4th of July Green Lake Boat Parade.  Everyone is welcome! 

 Water skiing, swimming, kayaking, all kinds of summer water activities and the Dunes.  We’ve got it all! 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Green Lake and Duck Lake 
Association 
P.O. Box 23 
Interlochen, MI 49643 
 

Enclosed is an envelope for the 2017 dues.  We hope you will continue to support our efforts by joining the 
association.  Our major expenses are for postage and extensive water testing for both lakes.  We have no paid 
staff.  Volunteers collect both the plant samples and the water samples on both Green and Duck lakes. Please 
consider making a donation to the invasive species fund for your lake. 

Now back to the present!  Lots of snow and enough ice on the lake for fishing. 
Green Lake and Duck Lake 
Association 
P.O. Box 23 
Interlochen, MI 49643 
 


